
😆Algebra Questions😆 
Question No.1 : Where does the 
word algebra come from? 
The word algebra comes from the Arabic  word, al-jabr, which means the 
restoring of broken parts. Muhammad ibn Musa al-Khwarizmi was a 
9th-century Muslim mathematician and astronomer. He is also known as the 
father of algebra, a word coming from the title of his book,, Kitab al-Jabr. 

Question No.2 : What is algebra? 
Algebra is where there is an equation (a series of numbers and symbols 
where the values of both sides of the equal amount to the same thing.) that has 
1 or more unknowns in it (e.g  ). The whole point ofx 6 2x 3 −  =  + 2  
algebra is to find the value of the unknown(s). 

Question No.3 : How does algebra 
relate to the original meaning of 
the word? 
In algebra, the unknown is like a missing or broken part of the equation and 
the whole point is to restore the unknown, therefore it is related to its origin 
as al-jabr literally means to restore the broken parts, which is the aim of 
algebra. 

Question No. 4 : Where will you 
find algebra in the world around 
you?  
When you go shopping, you are using algebra to calculate how  much money 
you need to spend as there is an unknown, the total cost! 
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Question No.5 : Why should you 
learn algebra? 
You can use algebra in lots of situations that aren’t just in an algebra question. 
You can use it instead of trial and improvement, for example. You will need to 
learn about and solve algebra problems to be able to go to a good university as 
it would probably be in one of the exams that determine which university you 
go to. Algebra carries on developing to work up to this stage, therefore we 
need to learn it now so that we will be able to understand harder example sof it 
when we are  older! 

 
Question No.6 : When did I first 
start Algebra? 
When I started first doing sums like 1 + 2 = ? (ie. in nursery), I was doing 
algebra as there was an unknown in the problem (?). Each side of the equal 
sign needed to be equal to the same value and the unknown needs to be found 
out, so this is algebra. 
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