
 
 

Algebra 
 
Where does the word algebra come from? 
The word algebra comes from the Arabic الجبر (al-jabr lit. "the restoring of broken parts") from the title 
of the book cIlm al-jabr wa l-muqābala "The Science of Restoring and Balancing" by the Persian 
mathematician and astronomer al-Khwarizmi. 
 
What is algebra? 
Algebra is a branch of mathematics dealing with symbols and the rules for manipulating those 
symbols. In elementary algebra, those symbols (a, x, y etc…) represent quantities without fixed 
values, known as variables. 
 
How does algebra relate to the original meaning of the word? 
Algebra was so notable that it eventually found its way into Europe, becoming the first textbook on 
the subject of Algebra in Europe. The Europeans eventually used the name “al-jabr” for the name of 
this subject (which in the translated Latin text version was “algebrae”, hence “algebra”). “Al-jabr” 
more or less just means “reunion of broken parts”; basically describing the method for solving both 
sides of an equation. 
 
Where will you find algebra in the world around you? 
Algebra is an important life skill worth understanding well and is all around us, even though we don’t 
always realise. It moves us beyond basic maths and prepares us for statistics and more advanced 
math in our secondary schools. It is useful for many jobs such as a data handler, coder or 
mathematician. Algebra is useful around the house and in analyzing information in the news. It also 
reinforces logical thinking.  

Why should you learn algebra? 

1. Algebra is Faster And Better Than “Basic” Math 

Just as multiplying two by twelve is faster than counting to 24 or adding 2 twelve 
times, algebra helps us solve problems more quickly and easily than we could 
otherwise. Algebra also opens up whole new areas of life problems which cannot be 
solved with only foundational math skills. 

2. Algebra May Be a Job Skill Later 

You never know, even if you may be confident that you don’t want to work in a career 
involving algebra (statistics, graphs) (like me), people can change jobs and entire 
careers multiple times in their working life. Possessing a firm knowledge and 
understanding of algebra will make career-related changes smoother for me if I do 
work in algebra. 

3. Algebra is Beautiful  

Algebra to some is beautiful. It is an optional benefit because you have to truly 
choose to enjoy it, but it is true that algebra provides us with the basics/the 
fundamentals to describe so many types of real-world situations around us from 
gravity to the population growth of rabbits. For some, working on a complex problem 
then simplifying to find one value for each variable, is an enjoyment. The process can 
be enjoyable and the result immensely satisfying. Whether or not you find algebra 
beautiful, it is a life skill worth having in life. 

When did you first use algebra? 
I first used algebra in Year 6, with Mr Lewis in maths lessons. Beforehand, my mum told me that 
algebra would be an easier way of solving problems, but she never taught me it. I learnt how to do 
simultaneous equations, simplifying etc… in Year 6. 

 
 

 


